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COVER PHOTO Diuris punctata var. lonsissima. 

Photos by Rer Smart and Tom Patullo. 

Comosite nicture shows inset - close up of young flower, tails strairht. 
Wain picture shows the whole plant. Note how the tails lenrthen and curl as 
the flower ages. See Bob Allen's article on P. 6, 


Deadline for articles for the next issue will he Wednesdey 14th January 1987, 
Contributions sent by post should be addressed to the Editor at 7 Weatherall 
St., California Gully, 3556, . 


(Typed contributions are preferred but if this is not possible, then please 
make every effort to use neat, lepible hand writing or printing, and leave 
adequate margins, ) 


Articles from Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be sought 
from the Bendigo Field Naturalists ca? and acknowledpment piven to the 
author and the Club. 


AJL back numbers except ‘Vol. 3(10) are available, at a cost of 50 cents each. 
Complete sets of Vols 1-2 and 4-6 can be supplied at a cost of $5.00 ner 
volume. (Postage is not included in the ahove prices. ) 


EDITOR'S PAGE 


As I sit down to write a last Editor's Page for the year, I do so with rather 
mixed feelines, hecause circumstances have forced me to the conclusion that it 
is time to hand in my editor's«pen. Although I would like to continue on as 
editor for a while yet, the reality is that the immune system disfunction with 
which I have been hattling for the last several years is sradually gaining the 
upper hand, Whirrakee has been my last sirnificant involvement outside family and 
work, and I have been reluctant to sive it up. However, Whirrakee work is too 
often in the overload situation; and this puts an unfair burden on Diane Hill, 
our “hirrakee typist, and on Tom Patullo, who does duplicating. More often than 
not this year, I have been running late with my part. of the work, because of 
illness, which in turn means they are working under last minute pressure, and 
members are getting their Whirrakees late. This is not good for them or the 
cluh, and the suilt burden is not good for me! 


These are not entirely new problems, and they were discussed with a special sub- 
committee early this year. This resulted in the setting up of an editorial 
committee, on which I was joined by Graham Hill and Bi11 Holsworth. I have been 
very grateful for their assistance and support, without which I would have had 
rreat difficulty continuing at a11. The other nart of the arrangement was moving 
the deadline for contributions back to the date of the general meeting. This 
worked reasonably well for a while, but human nature being what it is, observance 
of the deadline has become very lax, and contributions dribble in, right-up 

to printing time, sometimes. If we had plenty of material on hand, we could ~ 
afford to be tough, but that is a separate problem. We live very hand to mouth 
for contributions. There are many members who are quite capable of writing 
articles for Whirrakee who have never done so. Perhaps some at least could make 
a New Years resolution to do so next year. My thanks go to those who have 
supvorted Whirrakee, and made it a magazine style newsletter, which now represents 
a very sipnificant contribution to documenting the natural history of our area. 


4ithough editing Whirrakee causes some hardship for me, I do not wish to convey 
the impression that it would he an onerous task for a person in normal health, 
approaching the task with enthusiasm. It does require someone with a food ™ 
command of Inrlish expression, accurate spelling, an aptitude for. proof readings, 
and 2 reasonable knowledre of natural history. It. would be a help to have access 
to suitable reference books. If there is someone who is interested, but lacking 
the confidence to take the job on straight off, a transition period could be 
orfanised, which would be preferable to abrupt change in any case. We will also 
be in need of a new typist, as Diane has indicated that, after doing nearly all 
the Whirrakee typing for seven years, she has reached the stage where enough is 
enoush, Anyone able to help? Also, Bill Holsworth will he away for a few months 
in the first half of next year, and it would he advantareous to have another 
memher on the editorial committee. Any volunteers? I hope there are some 
positive responses to these requests, because the one thing I do not want to 

see hapnen is for Whirrakee to fold up. 


In the space that remains, I wish to thank the various people involved in 
Whirrakee production for their contributions:- Diane Hill for typint; Tom 
Patullo for the printing, and Mrs Patullo, Mr and Mrs Malone, and Mr and Mrs 
MeMaster for assisting Tom with collation, and assembly; Graham and Diane Hill, 
and Laurie and Bev. Leeson for printing the November issue when the Patullos 
were away; Graham Hill for taking over responsibility for the diary page. 
Covers were printed by Bendigo “odern Press, Finally, Christmas greetings and 
good wishes to all Whirrakee readers. 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor. 


Vier Tent. tabs, th Ae By ire 
HOW DOES one LITTLE MASTIFF BAT FLY HOME? - QUICKLY! 
by WN.Holsworth ~ 


The. homing ability of: bats has been studied by gaya bat researchers, and — 
mich interesting data has been collected. The mechanism by which bats find 
their home is a more difficult topic to study and the answer is still not known. 
Sometimes the data indicates that the bats could find their home by a random 
search pattern from distances of. up to. AY} km. Other studies,. using normal 

and vision-impaired bats fitted with radio transmitters, suggest the bats — 
navigate by the stars or the post-sunset flow. 


A common bat in Victoria is the Little Mastiff-hat Mormopterus planiceps. ' 

Tt feeds on insects by flying fast on narrow, swallow-like wings, in open 

areas or above the tree tops. For many years a colony of about 150 occupied the 
roof -space above the porch on the Maryfields building of St Aidens Orphanage~-. - 
(now Girton College), Bendigo. Four other species also use the same roofspace, 
namely the Large Forest Eptesicus (Eptesicus sagittula), King River Eptesicus 
(F, regulus), Western Broad-nosed bat (Seotorepens balstoni ); and the Chocolate 
Wattied bat (Chakinolobus morio). 


In 1984 Girton College bought St. Aidens buildings for their residential school, 
They began repairs to the building and intended to close off the bats access 

to the, roosting site, The Mammal Survey Group of the Bendigo Field Naturalists 
Club, having studied the colony since February 1982, encouraged Girton College 
to wait until the younr bats were independent, and a study of their homing 
ability could be made; -By January 1986 the bats had mostly deserted~St. Aidens. - 


Bats were caught in two harp traps set on the porch of the Maryfields building _ 
at St. fidens during February and March 1985. They were ‘removed from the traps 

early each morning, examined, sorted for release and held in cloth bags until 
evening, 


Control--rroups were released about 9 to 10 p.m. at St Aidens andthe test -- 
froups were released by Mammal Survey Group members about midnight at Sedgwick 
and Maronre. Sedgwick is 13 km due south of St Aidens and to return directly the 
bats could fly over forested areas and open meadows. Maronr is 13 km due west 
of St Aidens, To return directly the bats would have to fly over the Borough | 
of Eaplehawk and: City of Bendigo (population 60 ,000) for most of the distance. 


On February 13, 14, 15 and 16 equal numbers, and similar proportions of adult 
males and females, were released at St Aidens and Sedgewick. All juvenile bats 
were-released at St-Aidens until February 16 and 10 were released at Sedgewick 
alons with the adults, On February 21 and 22 all bats caught were released at 
Marong. 


Trapping..for mecovenien was aaniicnanenl until 1 waren and Ar tone a ane ae 
resumed for the period 8. March to 17 March with one trap on the Maryfields porch. 


The total number of captures during the experimental period, 13 February to 15 
March, was 219 (110 males : 109 females). The number of individual bats 
involved was 86 and the sexes were equally represented. The age structure of 
the 2 sexes was different. There was a predominance of captures of 1 year old 
males compared to 1 year old females, and more 2 year and older females were 
captured than adult males. Several bats were recaptured 5 times or more and 

a one year old male was captured 11. times in the 18 trapping nights. 


Most of the 22 bats that were trapped for the first time during the experimental 
period were juvenile females (9) and males (6). The remainder were adult males 
(7), These bats had a low rate of recapture. Only 6 (27%) were canent again, 


4. 
HOW DOES THE LITTLE MASTIFF BAT FLY HOME? - QUICKLY! continued 


The control group consisted of 70 bats caught and released at St Aidens on February 
13, 14, 15 and 16. The test sroups were 71 bats released at Sedgwick on February 
13, 14, 15 and 16, and 31 released at Marong on February 21 and 22. 

Since recaptures started with the second nirht of trapping, the bats released 

on the first night had the ereatest opportunity to be recaptured. On the basis 

of the number of bats subsequently caught, the bats released at Marong had about 
one-quarter the chance of being recaptured as those released on 13 February. Tables 
1, 2 and 3 contain a summary of the data relating sex and release location to 

the number of trapping days until recapture. Not included are the data relating 

to repeated recapture at St Aidens after the initial return. 


Table 1: Recapture of hats initially captured at St Aidens, Bendigo, Victoria 
and released at’ St Aidens, 


Sex ot recantured ‘Number of trapping days until Recapture ~ tota 
— risen ee ee 5 

MALE. ue ; Re fone | Se 3 z 

Female Hak (C2654) ecste 2 x ae 

Total 19 (277) ANAS G 5 a = 


Table 2: Recapture of bats initially captured at St Aidens, Pe ES Victoria 
and released at Sedgwick, Victoria. 


Sex “Hot Recaptured Number of trapping days until Recapture Total 
sett 3 L Z 3-4 5=9 9 

Male 2 (31% ): é ies Ss 2 7 

Female 13 (31%) Stee 3 6 0 42 

Total 22 (31%) 18 8 5 13 5 TAL 


Table 3: Recapture of hats initially captured at St Aidens, Bendifo, Victoria 
and released at Marong, Victoria. 


Sex Not recaptured Number os Number of trapping days until ae Total 
er as ee 5-9 

Male. 5 (314) hot hanes (0) AGte ee ee es ee eee as ne LO 

Female MAO 2-30) 3 1 2 15 

Total 12 (39%) ee ee G 3 1 5 31 


Only the Sedgwick released bats had the came conditions as the St Aidens released 
“bats and their rate of non-recapture is almost identical, Bats released on 
February 16 had unseasonably cold wet weether to contend with for several days. 
Several stayed at the release site for more than 2 days and that accounts for 
some of the longer return times for the Sedgwick released bats. Ten bats 
released at Marong returned almost as reliably and as quickly as those released 
at Sedgewick. Some of the bats made 2 to 4 return ee from Sedgwick to St Aidens 
and then returned from Marong once or tyice. 


In March, when all young bats are independent fliers, a high percentage of both 
the adults and young leave St Aidens. Tre influx of 7 new adult males into the 
banded population in February and March indicates a possible male dispersal 
phase occurring at that time. This coinc ides with the breeding season that 
occurs in March, 


HOW DOES THE LITTLE MASTIFF BAT FLY HOME? - QUICKLY! continued 


Mostly the bats fet caught when they return to the porch and make several attenpbe 
to land on the smooth brick wall before crawling vertically into the roosting 
space. The repeated capture of the bats apparently does them little harm, — 

No weight loss was detected in the sample of bats weighed after several 13 km 
flights and after several successive captures, The high recapture rate indicates 
an insignificant ebility to learn to avoid the trap. Trap addiction may occur 

but it would be difficult to separate from er unas in Tanding on the brick 
wall, 


NOTE: This report is an abridged version of a paper published in Macroderma 
Vol.2, No.2 p. 54-58 Sept. 1986. Copies of the paper are available from 
W.N. Holiguenti, 13 Nabilla Cres., Bendigo, 3550. (Phone (054) 43 4063). 
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MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP REPORT 


The Mammal Burs Group will hold its annual Ghitletmrsl Patbeqie at the home™ of 
Rob, and Glenise Moors, Mandurang South Road, Sedgwick, on 19th December (Friday). 
Members are asked to bring their own everything except tea, coffee. 

A barbeque will be provided. 


The Annual General Meetings of the Mammal Survey Group was held on 20th Nov.1986 
and resulted in the election of the following officers: - 


Chairman ; Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square, 42 4016 
Vice Chairman. Rob Moors, Mandurang South Rd., Sedgwick, 39 6254 
Secretary Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cres., Bendigo 43 4063 


Kauipment Officer Tan Fenselau, Buckland St., White Hills 48 4384 


The meeting was preceeded by a talk by. Brian Coman and Don Franklin on the 
epidemiology of rabies, methods of control of rabies in several parts of the 

world, and the results of a mock rabies..control operation conducted by Brian 
Casaeay Vermin & Noxious Weeds Destruction Board, Dept. of Conservation Forests 
and panne Bendigo, . 


Bill Holsworth. 
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WILDERNESS. CALENDARS 


The Club has taken delivery of the 1987 Wilderness Calendars published by 
Peter Dombrovskis. These are available for purchase at a cost of $3.00, 
and can be obtained by contacting Laurie Leeson (43 0521) or Rod Fyffe (13 7673) 
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DIURIS PUNCTATA var. LONGISSIMA AT COORNONG 
by Bob Allen. 


Our cover picture for this rata, is of the Very beautiful orchid Diuris punctata’ 
var. longissim. On Tuesday 3rd of November, 1964, the late Sho Takasuka and 

I visited Lake Cooper, it being the Melbourne Cup holiday. We spent some time 
botanising there and found several new plants. We came back to Bendigo along 

the Midland Highway, and stopped at a well known wild flower spot, inside the 
railway fence, on the Elmore side of Goornong. 


It was here that I found a group of these orchids, seven or eight of them in 
full flower. They clearly belonzed to the genus Diuris because of the two long, 
lateral sepals (di or dis = two, oura = ial), 

On closer inspection I noticed, firstly, that the lateral sepals were 
exceptionally long, and secondly an obvious difference of the labellun, 
compared to normal Diuris punctata. Next day, I sent a specimen to the National 
Herbarium, and the reply was that this was a very rare orchid, Diuris punctata 
var. longissima, and the first record for the Bendigo district. It was 
previously known only from N.E. Victoria in the Ovens and Upper Murray 

river areas, 


The main diarnostic features of this variety of Purple Diuris are jts pale 
mauve (as this one is) to white flowers, the extremely long, filamentous 
lateral sepals (up to 7.5 em (3 in.) in leneth), and a cuneate labellum, 
(wedge shaped, tapering from the apex to the base), 

These beautiful orchids have lone since gone. I used to call in and see them 
on many Melbourne Cun holidays, but the last time I called, I found a froup of 
newly dug holes but no orchids. Vandalism at its worst. 
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LEAVES FROM THE PAST, No. 4 
by "Bookworm" 


This series continues with observations of birds in Rosalind Park by members 
of the Field Observers Club of the Bendigo Hirsh School. 


From "Old Gold" Vol, 11 December 1913, 


"The park pardens round our school, planted as they are with gums and other 

native trees, will always afford an abundance of bird life for those interested, 
Honeyeaters and honey-eating parrots are always plentiful, but each part of the 
year presents its special features. February and March (1913), gave us the 
musk-lorikeets and the emaller purple-crowmed species. These are the birds 
responsible for the piercing whistles and harsh scresms heard in the eucalynts. 
April and May brought with them the rather mournful winter cry of the shrike 
thrush, and the hen robins were noticed. June, July end August presented us with 
three species of (robin) redbreasts (all by this time well mown to readers), 

and lone before spring arrived the pleasant call of she pallid cuckoo was reported. 


At the beginning of October masked and white-browed woodswallows arrived in large 
flocks and are still numerous (December). The masked is considerably larger and 
more plump than a sparrow. It is a slate blue bird with a distinct black colour 
on the front of the head and face. The white-browed is equal to the masked in 
size, but its breast is chocolate in colour, and the feathers covering the brow 
are conspicuously white. Summer »ird, blue martin, aad bluey are names often 
applied to these birds. Woodswallows spend a preat d:al of their time soarinr at 
a height of two or three hundred feet in the air; in fact, often their chirping 
can be heard when the birds are so high as to be almost out of sight. What can be 
the object of this? Is insect food to be found at those rreat elevations? Or are 
the birds simply indulging in a fly for fun? One we’: morning these birds, both 
species, were noticed clustered on a little tree. Th:.s is also a habit of wood 
swallows. They have been seen to cling to a tree in :uch a way as to resemble a 
swarm of huge bees," 

A.H.S. 


7. 


UNUSUAL PLANTS 
by Mavis Curr 


When travelling through the Tanami Desert recently I was very interested in a 
most unusual plant I observed growing there. It was the upside down plant 
Leptosema chambersii. It grows right across Western Australia, almost to the 
coast of the Northern Territory. In South Australia it is widespread on sand 
plains and sand dunes, amongst the spinifex. The spiny leaves shade the flowers 
which have bright red petals with sandy green calyx. These flowers bloom at the 
base of the plant, which grows about 40 cm high. The leaves are fibrous and 
hardy, and it belongs to the pea family. Nature has designed this plant very 
cleverly, as the flowers are shaded from the harsh sun, the seeds drop into the 
sand below to germinate. They bloom during September when the temperature is 41c 
and reaches at least 50c. The rainfall in the area where it is frowing is between 
6 to 10 inches. 


Found no more than 50 metres away was another plant Leptosema_anomalum, We thought 
this unusual as it is often found on flood flats, e.f. between dunes. It has 
smaller flowers of a pinkish colour and grows to a height of 50 cm. 


Another unusual plant is the Billy Goat plum Planchonia careya, which blooms at 
night, Insects pollinate the flowers, and in the morning they fall to the ground, 

It is a very common, widespread plant. In woodlands it grows as a small spreading 
shrub while in moist places on edges of flood plains and coastal monsoon forests 

it occurs as a large tree, with chunky dark coloured bark. The fruit of the Billy 
Goat plum is green and oval shaped with tough fibrous flesh. Only the fruit with 
yellow flesh is considered edible, and these are opened and sucked by the aborigines. 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP REPORT: 


Farewells. Members learned with ereat regret of the imminent departure from 
Bendigo of two very valued and valuable members of our group in the persons of 
Will Burgess and John Berry. Each has held various offices, Will being Librarian 
and a member of the Notes and Observaticns Sub-Committee for 1987, and who with 
Bill Flentje, produces the beautiful sound recordings of bird calls that have 
been such an important part of our meetings. 

John Berry has been President among other things, and was also a member of the 
Notes and Observations Sub-Committee. Their contributions will be long remembered, 
and indeed it is hard to imagine the Group without them. Harvey Rich expressed 
our thanks and good wishes. By a coincidence, both are heading for Warrnambool. 


Krakatoa. The guest speaker for the evening was Bruce Male who gave a fascinating 
Tllustrated talk of a recent survey (one of three) conducted by the Latrobe 
University on the birds of Krakatoa. The wmiqueness of the area and the development 
pradually taking place were extreriely interesting and we felt that we were very 
privileged to have Bruce as our speaker. ax 


XK ER XR K HX 
REPORT ON JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS OUTING - BIRD WATCHING 


On Sunday the 23rd of November we went bird watching.Firstly we went to the White 
Hills Hall and Mr Watkins showed us some slides of birds and Mrs Watkins showed 
us their nests. We also listened to some bird calls on tape. 
Then we went by cars out to the Whipstick near the sewerage farm. In an old gold 
mine tunnel we saw a swallow's :1est with five eggs in it. It was made from mud. 
We saw a Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters nest, in a low bush, which had two very light 
pink spotted eggs in it. We split un into groups and went our own seperate ways 
looking and listening for birds. Our group saw two wallabies, and a fox's den 
which had remains of rabbits end wallabies around it. We also found a Dusky Wood 
Swallow and a Jacky Winter on their nests. 
On the way home in the car I was looking for some Red Cherry Ballart berries 
for mum, but instead of findirs berries we saw a pig wondering on the road. 
We all laughed at him. 

Troy Keily 


8. 
KOOKABURRA (JACKASS) CATCHING A SNAKE 


At Toolern Vale, 5 miles north of Melton Central Victoria, I was sitting. 
guietly watching some small birds, when their alarm calls warned me of the 
approach of some predator or danger. Just then a Kookaburra passed me in a 
gliding dive, travelling quite fast for this species, more in keeping with 

the smaller Kingfishers. It landed on the ground approximately 30 yards from 
me and made a strike at something, then stood still. Even without my binoculars 
I could see its nape feathers ruffled. After a short pause the Kookaburra 

made a lightning fast thrust with its beak, stood for a moment with something 
squirming in its bill, then flew to the branch of a tree. Even with bincculars 
IT could not discern what Jacky had caurht, so I moved closer, but this caused 
“the bird to fly to another dead tree, where it proceeded to hit its victim harc 
against a limb. 


By auietly stalking,.I was able to get into a good nosition, with good lirht, 
+o watch proceedings. By this time the victim had stopped squirming and I 
could see it was a snake 15 to 18 inches long, probably a brown snake, 

I tried to set closer to make sure, hut Jacky flew to another dead tree 120° 
yards or so, away. Holding the snake just behind its head, Jacky kept hitting 
it . viciously and continuously arainst a branch. 


The noise of the birds bill was audible from where I was sitting. Once it 
dropped the snake, accidentally I thought, but instantly Jacky flew down 

and picked the snake un, returning to the same limb, and striking it as before. 
After some time the snake again fell, with Jacky instantly flying down after 
it, This time however it proceeded td eat the snake by means of a series of 
culns. “hen it had finished the meal Jacky flew back onto the same branch and 
sat there in a pouted sort of position for longer than 40 minutes. 


According to my watch it took the Kookaburra 12 minutes to kill and eat the 
snake, probably 5 minutes would have elapsed from the dive, to. Jacky catching 
the snake and flying to the tree limb, so 17 minutes in all to catch, kill anc 
eat this sneke. 


Over a period of 40 years in the bush, I have seen Kookaburras with small 

snakes many times, but this was the first time I hed seen a Kookaburra catch, 
kill and eat a snake. I have seen Kookaburras catch innumerable lizards, mice 
about haystacks, frogs, yabbies, and raid small birds nests, Last year I saw 
one with a full frown yellow-faced honeyeater in its bill. 


by Heh 
HR HEH HK KK HK 
"PASS IT ON" by Dodda Laurel 


The Aboriginal and His “founded Dor 


Tt was on the same inland tour that I have mentioned before in this series of 
reminiscences, and we had just completed our crossing of the Gunbarrel 
Wishway and pulled into Carnegie Station, the most easterly cattle station in 
Western Australia. After the days of hot, dusty desert travel, the hot showers 
were much appreciated by all, The owner and his family were away in Perth for 
the arrival of an addition to the family and ar. aboriginal groom was in 
charge. His job was to tend to the horses and h»mestead stock, and in his 
spare time, he was to trap Dingos. 

While doing the round of the trans his own dog accidentally got caught in one 
of the trans. During his efforts to release his iog from the jaws of the tran, 
the dot savaged his forearm severley from wrist to elbow. 

When we offered to dress the wound properly, from the first aid kit carried on 
the coach, he shrugged us off and showed concern only for his dog, which had 

a badly injured leg, caused by the steel jaws of the trap. He went to sreat 
mains to assure us that the dot ws not to blame for his wounded arm. Rather, 
I thought, a case of the master being faithful to the animal, than the animaL 
beings faithful to his master. 


ALBIE 


"PASS IT ON" continued 
The Native Plant Grower and the Chinese Scrub. 


When I was first beginning to take an interest in prowing native plants, another 
club member and I vent over to Vectis on the other side of Horsham, in the 
heart of Western Victoria. We visited the extensive native garden owned by 

Mr Hespte Lindner and saw many beautiful specimens including the beautiful and 
difficult to grow, Banksia coccinea in full bloom, also the Western Australian 
Eucalyptus, E,macrocarpa with the larre red flowers. As we proceeded on an 
escorted tour through his large garden, a femiliar plant caught my eye, and 

as I nudced my friend, to draw his attention, our host caught us smiling. 
"That's alright" he said, "I know what you are laughing at , but that is the 
only srecimen of Cessinia arcuata in the Ylestern District." For those 
unfamiliar with the name Cassinia arcunrta, it is the botanical name for that 
nest of our aren, Chinese Serub, which is nether-the-less an Australian 
native plant, aR oak coe 


The Yount Naturalist and the March Flies 


war 


“@ were on a motor camping trip throurh the scuth east, elong the upner Murray. 
area and across the Snowy Mountains as far as Bega, Then we returned back doyn 
the Princes Highway, and to the south of Fden we deviated to an area known as | 
Nadcee Wilderness area. The ranger conducted us throurh the area to Tumbledown 
Mountain, from the lookout on which we had a clear view to Gabo Island, just 
off the coast. As we continued on, we sigeiiae tc visit Buchan Caves and while 
in the area, to have a look at Walhalla, “hile in Walhalla we soursht advice on 
the road over the mountains to Woods Point, a distance of sixty miles. It 
eventually took us six hours to negotiate this distance. Now to set the point 
of this story, I must say that one of our members had a very severe aversion to 
March flies. Before we left Walhalla we were told that the actual source of 
the Goulburn River was a spring which cushed out of a steep sully, a few mile 
up the mountain, “Ye decided to have a look, so we stopped at the leaning 
telephone pole, as instructed. One young enthusiastic member of the party, 

was out of the car. and pone slithering down the steep side of the pully. 

In no time he had disapneared from sight. All was quiet for a moment, when, 
from the obscure depths came an alarmed shout, "Hey! There are March flies 
dorm here", It was then that I witnessed a remarkable feat, that youns fellow 
came up cut of that sully faster than he went down. We never did get to see 
the source of the Goulburn. 


\ Glass of. Horehound Beer 


At a recent Christmis break-up social we were seated at a table with a rarty 

of good friends. “e were indulging in sood natured conversation and some 
friendly banter, Among: ‘other drinks which came to lirht was a bottle of 
Horehound Beer. When I was ‘young and lived in the country, before the many 
beverares and cordials were easily obtainable and popular, people made many 

of their owm drinks. These drinks, I can remember were all home-mide from 
available insredients, some of these were Hop Reer, Ginger Beer, Horehound 

Beer etc, I can well remember my own mother makinrg them, and the splashes 

on the ceiling of the kitchen when perhaps some-one had shaken the bottle and 
blown the cork, I can also remember where Horehound srew lush and plentiful. 

It is however many years since I have tasted Horehound Beer, I think there were 
a number at the table who perhaps had never heard of it, let alone tasted it, 
so the bottle was passed round for all to sample. Generally speaking the verdict 
was, Pretty Good. One member however asked for a second glass, and as he 
finished it, another member remarked that, in the country Horehound prew 

thick and lush round Sheep pens, and Pig Stys. Just as our inbibing member 

put down his second emmty glass he satid, "Now you tell me!" 


10. 


OBITUARY 


It was with deep regret that Club Members and his many other friends learned of 
the death of our greatly esteemed member Leon Ruedin, 


After a prolonged illness, Leon died on the 10th November 1986 at the age of 
76 years. His remains were interred in the Kangaroo Flat Cemetery, and the 
funeral was a private family affair, according to his own wishes. . 


Although now departed, Leon will long be remembered for his being ever willing 
to assist in the activities of the Club and also the Bird Observers Group.. 
For many years he was the chief slide projectionist at all meetings; always 
bringing along his own projector in the hope that he. could be of some use. | 
He also had a great knowledge of the history of the Whipstick and Huntly gold 
mining activities, and in this regard will be remembered for his articles in 
the "Bendigo Naturalist" and "Whirrakee",. 


Leon lived all his life in the Huntly district and divided his time between 
farming and the distillation of Eucalyptus oil in the Whipstick, where his 
father took up land in the 1880's. He was also a competent engineer and a 
"Jack of all trades", During the last world war, he joined the Australian Air 
Foree as an engineer. 


To his wife Lorna, also a valuable member of our Club, and to his sons Leon, 
Phillip and Noel, we offer our deepest sympathy. 


i 2 Se 2 a 
COMMITTEE REPORT 26 NOVEMBER 1986 


1, A motion was passed that the Club does not participate in Community Day. 
2. Coloured illustrations from "Ferns and Allied Plants" are available as note cards. 


3. Ina reply to a letter from Loddon Campaspe Regional Planning Authority re 
a mining application in the Whipstick, no objection was raised on condition 
that revegetation takes place in a reasonable time, 


4, The submission by Miss D.Field for reservation of Crown Land in Golden Square 
is to be investigated by our Conservation Group. 


5. The syllabus sub-committee was reformed - J.Lindner, R.Watkins, 2.&G.Moors. 
At the December meeting members will be asked for suggestions for excursions 
and speakers, ; 


6, The Kennington Reservoir Advisory Committee have requested members to act as 
guides on a publicity walk on 11 December from 5.00 pm until dark. A motion 
was passed that a letter he sent to Ken Morrison of the above committee, 
advising that our Club would be willing to plan and develop the natural area 
between Crook St. and the reservoir subject to the advisory committee's approval. 


7. A letter is to be written to T.Speedie, Conservation, Forests and Lands Dept., 
giving details of locations of Boneseed infestation in the Bendigo district. 
Members are asked to give details of known locations to G.Moors. 


8. A letter is to be sent to the Roadside Conservation Committee requesting 
‘information on zoning and manping of significant areas. 


9. The Diagnostic Centre will be unavailable for 10 December. The alternative 
venue for our break-up meeting will be the Epsom Public Hall. 
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KAMAROOKA EXCURSION REPORT 
eT ae Age by Jack Kellam 


On Sunday November 2nd, eleven club members went to the North-eastern end of 
the Kamarooka State Park, the main object of the excursion being to study 
plants of the Daisy Family (Asteraceae) for which this area is noted, 


Large quantities of the Golden Everlastings (Helichrysum viscosum) were seen 
along the Bagshot North Road and the Variable Groundsel (Senecio lautus) 

a plant which.is minly confined to this area, was also fairly common. 

Other interesting plants found here were the Native Flax (Linum marginale), 
the Grey Parrot-pea (Dilwynnia cinerascens) and the rather rare form of 
Swainsona oreboides var. hirsuta with its dainty little pea-shaped blue 
flowers bunched together on a stem 3-4 inches high. 


Next, we made a short detour along Filby Road to see the Leek Orchids 
(Prasophyllum patens), formerly called P, odoratum, These orchids are a 
spectacular sight with sometimes more than a dozen inverted flowers all opened 

at the same time on a single stalk about two feet high. Other plants in this 
area were the New Holland Daisy ‘(Vittadinnia triloba), Cut-leaf Goodenia (Goodenia 
pinnatifida) and Velleia paradoxa, a plant that looks very much like a Goodenia, 
but can be distinguished by a prominent spur at the hase of the superior ovary. 


Our next stop was at a dam on the side of Angle Road in the parish of Egerton. 
Here, Golden Billy-buttons (Craspedia chrysantha) were in many thousands and 
in some parts covered the ground as far as the eye could see. The Broughton 
Pea (Swainsona procumbens), at one time a rare species, was often seen and 

it is nice to see the wealth of native flora that has developed in this area 
since intense sheen prazing was prohibited about 10 years ago. 


It was while some of the younger members of our party were enjoying a swim in 
the dam, that we came across the highlight of our trip in the discovery of a 
daisy with bright-yellow ray florets, whiéh” sent us searching into the botany 
books. Evidently a Brachycome, it gets very little mention in "Handbook to 
Plants in Victoria" hy J.H.Willis except that it was originally named 

3B. chrysoglossa by F.Mueller, and that yellow ray florets is "unique in this 
genus". It was later included as a variety of B.merginata which was later still, 
incorporated with B. heterodonta. The much taller and larger white-rayed 
Brachycome heterodonta :also occurs frequently in “he area, but the achenes 
(seeds) do not compare favorably with those of th: yellow daisy. 


The Downy Daisy (Brachycome leptocarpa) was frequently seen and is one of 

the most common of the Brachycomes in our area. Tuo species of Burr-daisies 

were noted, One of them, thé father attractive bluish-purple Bindi Eye (Calotis 
cuneifolia) was the most common and appears to be spreading rather rapidly 

in the Northern parts of the Whipstick. The Rough iurr-daisy (Calotis scabiosifolia ) 
with white ray florets and 4 of 5 stiff spines on ihe achene was note very common. 


It was a most pleasant and enjoyable excursion and ve all left for home with the 


satisfaction that we had at least increased our knovledge of some of the rare 
end interesting snecies in the Kamarooka State Park, 
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JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS -GROUP 


The Junior Field Naturalists Group is a sub-group of Bendigo Field Naturalists 
Club, It is open to the 6-16 year age sroup, together with their younger 
brothers and sisters if accompanied by parents. Parents are welcome but are 
expected to help with transportation. 


The group normally meets on the first Sunday in each month, from 2 to 5 p.m. » 
The assembly point for these excursions is the Education Department Special 
Services Complex, Havlin Street, Bendigo, The usual format is a short talk, ~ 
followed by a field trip. In wet weather meetings will still take place, because 
a lecture room is available. A fee of 30c per child is charged to cover running 


costs. 


The aim of the group is to introduce young people to an understanding and 
appreciation of the many aspects of natural.history. Our efforts to protect 
our natural resources will only have a lasting effect if succeeding generation 
continue to be concerned for the quality of their environment. 


Organisers: Jane Cleary (48 4396) and Ian Fenselau (48 4384). 


EXCURSION SYLLABUS FEBRUARY - JULY 1987 


Sunday 1 February — 
BIRD BANDING 
Sunday 1 March 
WATER BIRDS 

Sunday 1 April 
BEES 


Sunday 3 May 


GENERAL NATURAL HISTORY 


Sunday 7 June 
FUNGI 
Sunday 5 July 


EUCALYPTS 


Mr Jack Ipsen with Graham and Gavin Hill will 


‘demonstrate mist netting and bird banding. 


Binoculars needed. 


Mr Don Franklin and Mr Joost Brouwer from the 
"Bird Observers Group" will guide the Juniors on a 
tour, of "Meadow Farm" Sewerage lagoons. 


Binoculars needed. 


Mr Tan Fenselau will show the workings of a beehive 
and a queen bee. Honey extraction also. 


“Mr Bob Allen has a wide kmowledge of Botany and 


Insects, A natural history collecting excursion 
is planned, (Containers needed. 


Mr Reg Smart will give a talk and lead Juniors on 
a collecting trip. Mrs Dale Little will assist. 
Pen knife and container needed, 


Mr Geoff Gerdsen from the C.F. & L. will guide the 
Juniors through the Whipstick. Eucalypt identification 
and Eucalynt distillation are planned. 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1986-1987 


PRESIDENT Rob Meors Mendurang South Rd. ,2.S. D.Sedpwick 39 6254 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D. Raywood 36 9226 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Watkins Marnie Rd., Kennington 43.4891 
SECRETARY Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom _ 48 4396 
ASSISTANT SECRETAPY Rob Watkins Marnie Rd., Kennington 43 4891 
TREASURER Helene Boon. | Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION/SYLLABUS © John Lindner Burns ‘Sty Axedale 39 7308 
ORGANISER - 

LIBRARIAN Glenisetisdrs Mandurang ‘south Rd., R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 
EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St., Cal.Gully. 46 8736 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE Graham Hill (42 4016); Bill Holsworth (43 4063) 


Membership of the Bendiro Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The membership subscription rates are: Single $12.00, 
Family $16.00, Pensioner anc Children 47.00. Whirrakee subscription only $12.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom, Meetings atart at 
7.30 p.m., and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendiec, unless otherwise specified, 

Full day excursions normally commence at 10. 0O a.m. {usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2,00 p.m. and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend followin: 
the General Meeting. Cammouts are held several times in a year, usually 
co-inciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-sroups:- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Acriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: Harvey Rich, 5% Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698, 

Secretary: Nancy Stone, 3 Brodie St., Bendigo 43 7993 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the iourth Thurs.of the month at 7, 30 p.m. at the 
Biology Lah., Applied Science J. Building, B.C.A.E. (unlges otherwise announced). 
Convenor: Graham Hill (42 407.6) < hy 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets cn an "as required" wasiees As at as sagtioablen 
meetings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" diary, 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Harpcaves St., Bendigo 43 7673, 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, at 7.30 p.m. 
in member's homes as announcei in the monthly Diary. 

President: Graham Hill, 31 Cusnow 5t., Golden Square 42 4016 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kemnington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS 3ROUF meets on the first Sunday in the month, 
from 2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m., ‘1b tre Education Department Special Services 
Complex, Havlin St., Bendigo. Grorp Activities are open to the 8-18 years 
age proup, together with their yomper brothers and sisters, if accompanied 
by narents. (Parents will be needed for help with transportation on excursions, ) 
Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes ’.d., White HIlls 48 4396 

Ian Fenselau, Buckland St., White HIlls 48 4384 


MEETINGS 


- DIARY -. 


year Social, starting with Casserole Tea. 

Ensom Hall. 

6.00 p.m. for 6.30 p.m. meal - food to be pooled to oe 
variety of fare. 


Please bring casseroles, salads, desserts, and eating and 
drinking utensils. Tea, coffee, milk, cordial, bread and 
marvarine will be provided. 


Wed. Dee.10 End of 
, Venue: 
Time: 

EXCURSIONS 


Sun. Dec. 14 End of 


year excursion, at Ipsen's, Lyal Glen. 


Full details in November Whirrakee. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri. Feb. 6 7.30 p.m. Dent. of Agriculture, Epsom. 
Steaker: To be advised. Bird of the Night: To be ae geae 


ROTANY GROUP 


Thurs.Jan.22 7.30 p 
Topic: 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


Thurs.Feb.19 7.30 p 


om. at Jack Kellam's home. 


Summer flowering plants. 


om. at Graham Hill's home, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square. 


“JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS 


Sun.Feb. 1 Mr Jack Ipsen ‘with Graham and Gavin Hill will demonstrate. mist 
Bird Banding netting and bird banding. Binoculars needed. — 


COMMITTEE MEETING 


Wed.Jan.28 8.00 Dem. at Win Demeo's home. 
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